
Principal’s Message: 
 

 It’s hard to believe it is already May! I am so very proud to report that we have 196 out of 225   

students  (87% of our students!) in our building as in person hybrid learners! We are so lucky to have our     

students back in school with us at least 2 days per week! We have been working hard to add more students for 

the 2 hybrid days, as the cohort number has increased slightly. We would need more mid-day monitors for all  

cohorts to return four days per week. If you are interested in mid-day monitoring or know someone who is, 

please contact the office or the BOE to apply. Applicants will be fingerprinted and background checked. Please 

refer to my Connect Ed message that was sent out last week. We need to reflect upon how lucky we are to 

have 87% of our school back 2 days a week.  I am so moved by the way our students, staff and teachers have 

made this learning experience the best possible, in spite of the many challenges of the pandemic.  
 

 May is the month where we show appreciation for our teachers, school nurses, and cafeteria staff. 

Please, if you have not already done so, let them know how important they are to you and your family, as well as 

how much they are appreciated. Many thanks to our parents and our PTA for planning wonderful treats for our 

teachers. 
 

 Also in May we will be refocusing on “Respect for Learning” as our VIR Quality to end our school year 

strong! Let’s show our West Annapolis pride and show how bright our students are and the quality instruction 

that happens at our school! Our children are truly learning and growing despite the circumstances of this school 

year! I could not be prouder of the growth of each child. I am excited for 5th grade promotion  and the        

opportunity to celebrate their elementary school accomplishments. Though it may look a little different than 

previous years,  I am grateful we are able to celebrate them on campus this year.  
 

 As I reflect back on this school year, though it wasn’t ideal, I have been so impressed with how our 

students and teachers have transitioned and have been so flexible in the varied learning models. We have come 

so far since March 2020! We could not have done it without your support—we are truly better together! 

 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

                                                   Jennifer Bennett, Principal 

May 

7th  Interims go home 

11th   Virtual PTA Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

27th/28th  Kindergarten Conferences, NO SCHOOL FOR KINDERGARTEN only 

31st  Schools Closed– Memorial Day Observed 

 

Looking ahead to June 

17th  2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

  5th Grade Promotion  (Rain date 6/18) 

18th  2 Hr. Early Dismissal– Last day for students 
 

Retriever Newsletter 
 

 
Cultivating Life Long 

Learners 



April V.I.R.’s   
We are continuing the V.I.R. recognition program at WAES this year. Each month, classroom teachers 

will pick a trait or a behavior that the class will concentrate on for that month. Some examples are 

perseverance, cooperation, and responsibility. In April it was Respect for Ourselves. The classroom 

teacher will then pick a student that has exemplified that trait throughout the month. This student 

will be named a V.I.R. -Very Important Retriever. The students will be recognized with a certificate 

and a Spirit Stick. They will also have their names announced on the morning announcements and in 

the monthly newsletter.  
I am proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of April: 

Miss Carroll’s Class (K)  Charles B. 
Mrs. Ganey’s Class (K)  Chloe P. 
Mrs. Giaimo’s Class (K)  Genevieve S. 
Mrs. Riley’s Class (1st)  Isabella S. 
Mrs. Stanley’s Class (1st)  Bodie E. 
Mrs. Kegley’s Class (2nd)  Athena O. 
Mrs. Minzak’s Class (2nd)  Asiyah O. 
Mrs. McLaughlin’s Class (3rd) Lila S. 
Mrs. Thorn’s Class (3rd)  Maggie B. 
Mrs. Galyon’s Class (4th)  Erika S.  
Miss Marvin’s Class (4th)  Axel P.R.  
Mrs. Jeffries’ Class (5th)  Leo S. 
Mrs. Portocarrero’s Class (5th)  Elliot M. 

Mrs. Moran, STEM  Liam C.   (4th) 
Mrs. Robbins. Media Sunny M. (2nd)  
Mrs. Rodriguez, P.E. Danielle O. (3rd) 
Mrs. Rogers, Counselor Kara R. (5th) 
Mrs. Shuey, Art  Conner W. (K) 
Mrs. Stein, Music  Jaxon G. (1st) 

 
 
 

Can you believe that we are nearing the end of the school year? Your children have made such great 
strides this year and they are shining in all of their successes! Please keep reading with them and engaging 
them in higher level thinking by asking questions as you read with them (ex. Who are the characters? 
What is the setting? Is there a story problem? How was it solved?). 
 

Language Arts:  The students will continue working on blending sounds to make new words as well as    
segmenting words to identify their sounds. Please continue to practice sight words with your child. If 
they can read them all, now would be a good time for them to learn how to spell them correctly.  We will 
be  learning about how things have changed over time and how we have the power to solve problems that 
may effect changes in the world.  
 

Writing:  At this time, we are expecting that students can write 2 sentences independently using correct 
punctuation and letter formation. We just began our persuasive writing unit. Students are                      
identifying problems in the school, home and community and writing to urge an audience to solve that 
problem. 
 

Math:  We will be reviewing addition and subtraction facts through 10. We will be focusing on using    
addition and subtraction to solve word problems. Please help at home by creating authentic problems 
that allow your child to think about how the problem should be solved. (ex: If your child is setting the 
table, pose them with the question, "how many forks and knives total do you need from the silverware 
drawer?") They need to be able to count to 100 from any number by the end of the school year. 
 

Science:  As we learn about how the world has changed, we will also identify ways we can change the 
world. We will focus on ways to help the environment by reducing, reusing and recycling. We will also 
learn about weather and how it effects our lives. 
 

 The Spring conferences will be held virtually on Thursday and Friday, May 27th and 28th.  Conferences 
will be held during school hours so there will no classes on those days. A sign up genius will go out the 
first week of May so you can pick your day and time. If you do not received it, please contact your 
child's teacher. Conferences are only for kindergarten. Grades 1-5 still have school on those days. We are 
looking forward to sharing your child's accomplishments! 





Second Grade Scoop  

It’s hard to believe the end of the year is approaching so quickly!  We have lots to look 
forward to as we gear up to close our second grade year.  

In Language Arts, we are busy writing and publishing poetry. 

In Math, we will continue working with measurement and problem solving. We will then 
end the year with our geometry unit.  Please continue to practice addition and subtraction 
facts. 

In Social Studies, we will be learning about changemakers in history and learn how we can 
make a positive change in our world. 

Thanks so much for all that you do, your support means so much! 

 

 

 
In Social Studies, we will be completing an Environmental Literacy Unit. Students 
are researching an environmental problem in our community and finding ways to 
solve the problem. 

  

In Language Arts, students just finished their  persuasive writing unit. We are now 
beginning to write fractured fairy tales based on Little Red Riding Hood.  We      
continue to focus on writing conventions. In reading we continue to work on    
comprehension, paying special attention to an author's craft.  Please continue to 
read with your child at home. 
 
In Math, students will be studying the properties of multiplication and will also be 
determining the perimeter and area of 4 sided figures, and the perimeter of      
quadrilaterals.  We will then continue with problem solving using all four 
operations. Please continue to practice multiplication and division facts every night 
at home!  
 

In Science, students are completing their Life Science unit by studying fossils. They 
will be starting a unit on Climate and Weather.  
 
 
 



Fourth Grade  
 

Math:  In the fourth marking period, students will be solving multistep word problems posed with 
whole numbers using the four operations, including problems in which remainders must be              
interpreted. 
     
Science:  Students will work in engineering teams to design, build, test, and revise a structure that 
can   withstand the damaging effects of tsunami waves. Students will learn about the damage caused 
by tsunamis and some of the design solutions engineers have proposed. Students will then work in 
groups to design a blueprint for a tsunami proof house. They will optimize their design and then build 
a prototype. Students will test their prototype in a simulated tsunami wave in the classroom and 
then revise their design based on the test results. 
 
Language Arts:  Students will begin the Opinion Writing Unit. Students will select a literary text to 
analyze and use to form ideas that support their opinion. They will be encouraged to use textual    
evidence to support an idea frequently throughout the unit.  

 Questions to ask your child: 
 What books are you reading in school? 
 What books is your teacher reading to your class? 
 Which of the books your teacher read to you is the most imaginative? 
 What invention was your favorite? 
 What other inventions would you like to learn about? 

 
Social Studies: Students will analyze important events that occurred in Maryland to understand 
how the citizens of Maryland shape the future.  

Fifth Grade Flash   

Math-  We will be finishing up our review of multiplication and division with whole numbers.  We 

will then be moving into our Geometry unit,  working with coordinate grids and  geometric     

figures. 

Science– We are continuing our unit on Matter and then will be moving into our Engineering    

Design unit, looking at the impact humans have on the environment and how we can improve 

human impact to improve our environment. 

Language Arts- We will continue with reading strategies such plot, theme, multiple main idea 

and  author’s purpose. In writing we will work on informational and opinion writing.  

 

5th Grade Promotion:  Mark your calendars for Thursday, June 17.  Rain date  

Friday, June 18.  Anne Arundel County Public Schools have provided very specific 

guidelines that must be followed for everyone’s safety and  enjoyment.  Further 

details and information will be forthcoming. 

 



Music  Musings 

It's Gonna be May!  
 

This month we begin reviewing all the elements of music: Rhythm, Form, Melody, Tone Color, 

and Texture. Student have done such an amazing job using the spaces around them to make  

music. Please make sure that your student has a quiet space where they are allowed to move 

and make noise for music class.  Toward the end of May we will begin work on our "Science of 

Sound" Unit, where student will design and create their own instruments out of recycled        

Materials! 
 

Strings students will continue to hone their skills with the bow, and work toward fluency with 

rhythmic patterns.  

Congratulations to Giuseppe B and Ainsley R who had their artwork   

selected to go into the All-County Virtual Exhibit! 

 

5th: Ceramic Alebrije Sprit Animal Sculptures 

4th: Desert mixed media paper clay landscape 

3rd: Rainforest mixed media paper clay landscape 

2nd: Oceans Conservation Collage  

1st: Oceans Conservation Collage 

K: Oceans Conservation Collage & digital practice 

 
Physical Education Fun 
 

 

All Grades will be working on the following skills and concepts: 

Nutrition and the importance of hydration         
Chinese Jump Rope Patterns 
Reviewing ball skills 
Reviewing Health Related Fitness Concepts 
Creating Fitness and Skill Challenges (3rd -5th) 



Media Highlights from Mrs. Robbins 
& Mrs. Stockett 
 

All students have now voted for the 2020-2021 Maryland Black Eyed           
Susan Picture book at WAES. Stay tuned for the results.  
 

All grades will be studding poetry this spring. Kindergarten students will 
be using rhyming words to create silly poetry. 1st & 2nd graders will be 
learning about Shel Silverstein and his works, and they will be creating 
magnetic digital poetry. 3rd-5th graders will be learning about Blackout Poetry and how it can be          
completed digitally. They will also do an author study on the Poet Kwame Alexander.  

Over the course of April, students in grades K-2 have been working on a 
unit called, “Terrific Trees” and students in grades 3-5 have been working 
on a unit called, “Environmental Stewards.” Throughout both modules 
we have been collaborating with Arlington Echo and learning about the 
importance of our environment and doing our part.  As we conclude 

our lessons in May one of the educators from Arlington Echo will be planting a new tree on our 
school grounds, and another will be visiting the intermediate students virtually to help infuse 
deeper connections to our Chesapeake Bay.  Spring has been the perfect time for both of these 
learning experiences! How fortunate we are to have the support of Arlington Echo. 
I also want to take a moment to congratulate McKenzie Williams in Mrs. Riley’s first grade class 
and Ava Villalobos in Ms. Marvin”s/Mrs. Taneyhill’s class for winning this past month’s STEM 
Challenge.  They both did a fabulous job making models of their Dream Cars…they looked just 
like their sketches and they were very creative with their materials.  Congratulations!  We have 
one last STEM Challenge for the year so if your child has yet to participate, this may be the time.  
Be sure to check out the details on May 1st in your child’s STEM Google Classroom. 
Lastly, I would like to thank all the hybrid 5th grade students for their hard work in weeding, 
planting, and cleaning out the STEM garden, Memorial garden, and shade garden.  They did an 
incredible job and have really transformed every one of these spaces. Thank you also to          
Mrs. Jeffries for donating so many day lilies.  They will be a nice addition to the Memorial     
Garden. Please come by the school to see all their efforts and enjoy the beauty that each of these 

Counselor’s Corner 
During the month of May our classroom lessons will be focusing on College and Career Awareness. 
 

Kindergarten -   College and career awareness 
1st grade -        College and career awareness 
2nd grade -      College and career awareness 
3rd grade -       College and career awareness 
4th grade -       College and career awareness 
5th grade -       College and career awareness 
 
(5th grade students will be learning some specific strategies to help prepare them for both.) 



We are GAGA for our Teachers!  From May 3rd-7th we will 

shower the teachers with our thanks during Teacher        

Appreciation Week.  We are so fortunate to have the best 

teachers in the world! 
 

Join us virtually on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. We will hold our 

annual elections and plan for the 2021-2022 School year.  We will also be giving 

away $500 in prizes to attendees!  You won't want to miss it! 

Special Education Highlights 
 

As the school year is coming to a close and the weather is getting warmer, spring 
fever is setting in. Here are some simple suggestions to assist our students during 
this time and use their spring fever to their advantage! 
 
· Plant a garden 
· Pick up trash in your neighborhood 
· Clip, paste and write about family adventures (make a scrapbook, keep a journal, 
collect postcards or brochures) 
· Put on a play or puppet show 
· Build a bird feeder 
· Collect bugs 
· Study the stars and constellations 
· Learn and cook a new recipe 
· Visit a local museum 
· Make a scavenger hunt 
· Exercise and stay healthy 
 
Most importantly turn off the TV and  video games and go outside for a nature 
walk, enjoy the warm weather, play games/sports or just bask in the sun! 

 

Speech and Language Highlights 

May is Better Speech and Language Month!  Speech/Language therapy in school may address a   

variety of disorders when it has an academic impact.  The main areas that are treated iclude: 

articulation (producing clear speech sounds), language (understanding and using language which 

includes vocabulary, grammar, auditory integration and verbal reasoning), pragmatic language (using 

and understanding social skills), fluency (stuttering) and voice (vocal quality). 
 

Never hesitate to discuss a concern in any of these areas with your child's teacher or myself! 

Dara Robinette (drobinette@aacps.org) 

mailto:drobinette@aacps.org



